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Stanley  (Yorks.)  Urban  District  Council 


— — * - 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1947 


To  the  Stanley  Urban  District  Council. 

LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  tieport  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1947  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
circumstances  of  your  area. 

Area  :  5,169  acres. 

Census  figures,  1931  :  15,885. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  for  1947  :  15,980. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1947,  according  to  rate  book, 
4,958. 

Rateable  Value,  Year  commencing  1-4-17  :  £'61,279, 

Net  product  of  a  penny  rate,  Year  commencing  1-1-47  : 
£236. 

The  Urban  District  of  Stanley  is  bounded  on  the  South 
side  by  the  City  of  Wakefield,  on  the  North  by  the  Urban 
District  of  Roth  well,  on  the  West  by  the  Boroughs  of  Morley 
and  Ossett,  and  on  the  East  by  the  Urban  Districts  of  Roth  well 
and  Normanton  and  the  Rural  District  of  Wakefield. 

No  very  startling  matters  will  be  found  to  have  arisen  in 
the  area  during  1947.  The  Birth  Rate  has  again  risen  and 
this  year  stands  at  22‘90  (live  and  still)  births  per  thousand  of 
the  population.  This  is  the  highest  figure  for  very  many 
years  and  must  be  regarded  with  satisfaction.  It  is,  however, 
necessary  to  remember  the  factors  which  have  influenced  the 
trend  and  to  be  cautious  in  suggesting  that  this  high  rate  may 
be  maintained. 


Statistics 
and  Social 
Conditions 
of  the  Area 
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A  Death  Kate  of  1064  per  thousand  of  the  population 
again  shows  a  reduction  and  is  very  satisfactory.  Not  less 
satisfactory  is  the  fact  that  the  vast  bulk  of  deaths  occur  in 
the  older  age  groups.  The  expectation  of  life  of  the  population 
is  now  very  much  greater  than  ever  before.  This  accounts  for 
the  fact  that  by  far  the  greater  number  of  deaths  occur  as  a 
result  of  heart  disease,  circulatory  disorders,  cancer  and  other 
conditions  which  are  almost  exclusively  found  in  the  elderly. 
It  is  necessary  to  realise  that  for  some  years  we  shall  be 
dealing  with  a  population  in  which  the  proportion  of  aged 
people  is  steadily  rising.  This  makes  certain  that  the  problem 
of  caring  for  the  aged  must  increase  in  proportion.  Even  at 
the  present  time,  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  obtain  Hospital 
or  Institutional  accommodation  for  aged  and  chronic  sick. 
This  fact  is  causing  great  hardship  in  many  households.  As 
things  are  at  present,  the  provision  of  additional  hospital  beds 
is  almost  an  impossibility,  and  the  duty  of  caring  for  the  sick 
and  aged  in  their  own  homes  is  one  which  will  have  to  be 
tackled  resolutely  by  the  Local  Health  Authority.  The 
domiciliary  Nursing  Services  must  become  increasingly 
important  and  active,  and  must  be  supported  by  an  adequate 
and  freely  available  service  of  Home  Helps.  These  two 
services  should  help  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  the  Hospital 
space  and  make  the  lot  of  those  who  are  bed -ridden,  and  to 
whom  the  help  of  friends  or  relatives  is  not  available,  a  little 
less  unhappy. 


The  Infantile  Mortality  Kate  this  year  shows  a  rather 
sharp  upward  trend  to  53‘07  per  thousand  live  births.  Of  the 
19  deaths,  7  occurred  as  a  result  of  Prematurity  and  other 
congenital  cause,  but  I  am  sorry  to  record  that  no  fewer  than 
10  deaths  occurred  from  infection  or  other  illness  arising  after 
the  first  month  of  life.  Much  work  still  remains  to  be  done  in 
this  field,  but  in  the  lamentable  housing  conditions  in  which 
so  many  of  our  families  are  still  compelled  to  live,  it  is  difficult 
to  forecast  an  early  improvement,  particularly  in  relation  to 
respiratory  infections. 

The  housing  position  shows  practically  no  improvement. 
New  building  is  not  keeping  pace  with  increasing  needs.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  a  large  proportion  of  working  class 
property  in  the  area  has  reached  an  age  and  state  when 
dilapidations  can  no  longer  be  made  good.  The  very  fabric  of 
many  houses  is  perished  to  an  extent  which  makes  repair  “at 
reasonable  cost  ’’  an  impossibility.  Clearance  Areas  are  the 
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obvious  remedy  but  permission  is  not  yet  granted  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  To  re-house  people  from  this  type  of 
house,  without,  at  the  same  time,  ensuring  that  the  houses  are 
not  re-occupied,  is  only  dealing  with  half  the  problem.  The 
only  means  available  to  us  at  the  moment  is  to  represent 
Individual  Unfit  Houses  under  Section  11  and  to  ensure  that 
they  are  closed  when  the  existing  tenants  are  re-housed. 
Unfortunately  the  present  allocation  of  new  houses  is  so  small 
that  it  is  impossible  to  give  priority  to  large  numbers  of  this 
type  of  applicant  without  causing  hardship  to  many  others 
who  have  different  but  equally  strong  claims  on  other  grounds, 
such  as  overcrowding,  living  in  lodgings,  etc.,  etc.  The  task 
of  the  House  Letting  Committee  is  not  an  enviable  one  and 
the  wisdom  of  Solomon  is  needed  to  ensure  reasonably  fair 
allocation. 


M. 

F. 

Total  Vital 

Statistics 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

189 

198 

337  Live  Births 

I  Legitimate 

11 

10 

21 

Total 

150 

208 

358 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

6 

2 

8  Still  Births 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Total 

0 

2 

8 

Birth  rate  (live  and  still)  per  1,000  of 
population :  22  90. 

the  estimated  resident 

M. 

F. 

Total 

•••  •••  •  • »  ♦  •  •  ••• 

...  103 

67 

170  Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1 .000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  : 
1064. 
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1  )eaths. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  Nil. 
Other  Puerperal  Causes  Nil. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  1  year : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  .. 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 


Rate  p^r  1,000  total 
(live  and  still )  Births. 

Nil.  • 

Nil. 


53  07 
53*41 
47-02 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) : 
Rate  per  1,000  population  . ..  * 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 


3 

019 

8-88 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 


Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 
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Deaths  in 
Age  Groups 


Males . 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  1 

year 

12 

7 

19 

1—5 

n  • •  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

5—10 

, ,  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

10—15 

n  ...  ... 

— 

2 

3 

15—20 

?  5  ...  ... 

1 

1 

2 

20—25 

n  ...  ... 

— 

1 

1 

25—35 

, ,  ...  ... 

2 

— 

2 

35 — 45 

5  y  •  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

2 

7 

45—55 

n  ...  ... 

12 

8 

20 

55—65 

, , 

15 

6 

21 

65—70 

i)  ...  ... 

16 

6 

22 

70—75 

55  *  *  *  *  *  * 

12 

13 

25 

75—80 

55  *  *  *  #  # 

13 

18 

26 

80—85 

,,  ...  ... 

11 

4 

15 

85—90 

n  *  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

1 

8 

90—95 

,,  and  over 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

103 

'  67 

170 

5 


The  death  rate  for  the  district  was  10-61  per  1,000  popula-  Death  Rate 
tion. 


The  table  shews  the  infantile  rates  for  the  past  21  years. 


1924  ... 

...  89*0 

1925  ... 

...  103*0 

1926  ... 

...  98-3 

1927  ... 

...  67*3 

1928  ... 

...  81-1 

1929  ... 

...  62-8 

1980  ... 

...  65-8 

1981  ... 

...  60-2 

1932  ... 

...  84-5 

1933  ... 

...  56-1 

1934  ... 

85  ‘0 

1935  ... 

...  301 

1936  ... 

...  34-7 

1937  ... 

...  29-4 

1938  ... 

...  69-5 

1939  ... 

...  42-9 

1940  ... 

...  79-29 

1941  ... 

...  37-8 

1942  ... 

...  47-6 

1943  ... 

542 

1944  ... 

...  50-2 

1945  ... 

...  450 

1946  ... 

...  31-74 

1947  ... 

...  53.07 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 


The  number  of  infantile  deaths,  i.e.,  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age,  during  1947  was  19. 


8  Inquests  and  10  Post  Mortems  were  held  in  the  district  Inquests 
during  the  year. 
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Deaths  of 
Children 
under  2 
years  of  age 
during  1947 
from 
Enteritis 
and 

Diarrhoea 

Neo-Natal 
M  ortality 

Rate 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  IN  1947. 


Net  deaths  from  stated  causes  under  one  year  of  age  in 

Stanley  Urban  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

i 

Under  1  Week. 

1 — 2  Weeks. 

2—3  Weeks. 

3—4  Weeks. 

1 

Total  under  1  Month.' 

- — - - 

1 — 3  Months. 

3 — 6  Months. 

6 — 9  Months.  j 

9—12  Months. 

Ut 

a 

V* 

0 

x; 

c 

■4-t 

O 

Premature  Birth,  Malforma- 

f 

tion,  etc. 

5 

0 

1 

1 

** 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

"  j 

1 

1 

1 

’ 

3 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  .  . 

- 

•  • 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Causes 

1 

■ 

. .  II  1 

2 

2 

1 

: 

6 

Totals 

7 

7 

6 

0 

1 

.  .  . 

19 

3  children  under  2  years  of 
and  diarrhoea  during  1947. 


age  died  from  enteritis 


The  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (the  mortality  rate  during 
the  first  month  of  life)  for  1947  was  19*5  per  1000  registered 
live  births. 
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Comparison 
below  : — 

with 

previous 

years  is  offered  in 

the  tab! 

1931  ... 

•  •  • 

37  0 

1940  ... 

52-8 

1932  ... 

•  .  • 

32-9 

1941  . 

211 

1933  ... 

20-4 

1942  . 

29  3 

1934  ... 

45-0 

1943  . 

33-9 

1985  ... 

21  *1 

1944  . 

35-5 

1986  ... 

17*4 

1945  . 

300 

1937  ... 

24-5 

1946  . 

15*8 

1938  ... 

30-4 

1947  . 

19*5 

1939  ... 

55-0 

and  can  be  considered  reasonably  satisfactory. 


1 

C/5 

o; 
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jd 

A 
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cd 

15 

a 
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*Q. 

C 

C 

CX 

V 

r* 

XL 

6 

m 

V 

O 

V 

Sm 

1m 

'M 
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o 
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> 

O 

Cm 

c5 

<U 

c 

cd 

ao 

V 

5 

c 

U 

M 

w 

c 

CO 

'C 

c 

>, 

S3 

Zymotic 
Death  Rate 


No.  of  Deaths 


3  0-19 


STANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Vital  Statistics  for  the  whole  District  during  the  year  1947,  an<^  previous  years 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1947. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

All  Causes  . . 

103 

67 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2.  Cerebro  Spinal  fever 

•  • 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

4.  Whooping  Cough  . . 

5.  Diphtheria 

•  • 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

2 

2 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases  . . 

1 

9  Influenza 

•  •  •  .  ••  •• 

«  . 

10.  Measles 

•  •  ••  •«  •• 

•  • 

11.  Acute  l’olio-myelitis  and  Polio  encephalitis 

•  • 

1 

12.  Acute  infantile  encephalitis 

•  • 

•  • 

13.  Cancer  of  buc  :  cav  :  and  oesoph  :  (M.),  uterus  (F.)  . . 

2 

2 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

5 

2 

15-  Cancer  of  breast 

1 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

7 

1 

17.  Diabetes 

1 

1 

1 

18.  Intercranial  vascular  lesions 

8 

12 

19.  Heart  Disease 

26 

l9 

20.  Other  circulatory  diseases 

4 

•  • 

21.  Bronchitis 

.  . 

1 1 

4 

22.  Pneumonia 

•  •  .  .  •  •  •  • 

8 

3 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

3 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

•  • 

25.  Diarrhoea,  under  2  years 

2 

1 

26.  Appendicitis 

.  . 

1 

I 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

2 

28.  Nephritis 

. . 

1 

•  • 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abort ;  sepsis 

•  • 

•  • 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

•  • 

•  • 

31.  Premature  birth 

2 

I 

32.  Con  :  mal  :  birth  ini  :  infant  :  dis  : 

2 

2 

33.  Suicide 

2 

2 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

4 

•  • 

35.  Other  violent 

causes 

2 

1 

36.  All  other  causes 

4 

6 

Deaths  of 

Total 

12 

7 

Infants 

Legitimate 

1 2 

6 

under  1  year. 

Illegitimate 

1 

Total 

150 

208 

Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

L59 

198 

Illegitimate 

1 1 

10 

Total 

6 

2 

Still-Births. 

Legitimate 

6 

2 

Illegitimate 

•  • 

Population  (Resident)  .. 

15,980 

Comparability  Factor  . . 

Not  available  for  1947 
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Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,'!  ( 

Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternai.  I  England  and  Wales.  London, 
Death-rates,  and  Case-rates  for!  j  126  Great  Towns  and  148 

certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  theJ  (  Smaller  Towns. 

year  1947. 


( Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns ). 


' 

Stanley 

U.D.C. 

England 

and 

Wales 

126  County 
Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns 
including 
London 

Id)'  Smaller 

Towns  ( Resi¬ 
dent  Popula¬ 
tion  25.000 
to  50,000  at 
1931  Census). 

1  London 
i  Adminis¬ 
trative 
County 

Birth  s  • — 

x  Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 

Live 

22,4 

20*5  * 

ey  ->  •  *9 

J) 

222 

22'7 

Still 

0*50 

0-50* 

0-62 

0*54 

0*49 

Deaths :  — 

All  Causes 

io'6 

12*0  * 

13-° 

I  I '9 

1 2  ‘8 

Typhoid  and 

1 

Paratyphoid 

000 

O'OO 

O'OO 

O'OO 

O'OO 

Scarlet  Fever 

O' 00 

O'OO 

O'OO 

O'OO 

O'OO 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

O'OO 

0'02 

0-03 

0'02 

002 

Diphtheria 

O'OO 

O'OI 

O'OI 

O'OI 

O'OI 

Influenza 

O'OO 

0*09 

O' 09 

o'o8 

o'o8 

Smallpox 

O'OO 

O'OO 

O'OO 

O'OO 

O'OO 

Measles 

O'OO 

O'OI 

0'02 

0*02 

O'OI 

Rates  per  1 

,000  Civilian 

Population. 

Typhoid  Fever 

O'OO 

O'OI 

O'OI 

O'OO 

O'OI 

Paratyphoid  Fever.  . 

O'OO 

O'OI 

O'OI 

O'OI 

O'OI 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

O'OO 

0-05 ' 

0'o6 

0-05 

0-05 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 '03 

1-37 

1 ’54 

i*37 

I  -31 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

i'37 

2' 22 

2*41 

2 '02 

2'8o 

Diphtheria 

O'OO 

CI3 

0*15 

0*14 

o'i4 

Erysipelas 

019 

O'  19 

O  '2  I 

o'i8 

0'22 

Smallpox 

O'OO 

C'OO 

O'OO 

O'OI 

O'OO 

Measles 

22'65 

9'4i 

9*I3 

9'5<S 

5*29 

Pneumonia 

2 '44 

079 

o'Sg 

o'68 

0-64 

x  A  dash  (  —  )  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths 

*  Rates  per  1,000  Total  Population 

Deaths : — 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

All  causes  under  1 

year  of  age 

53 

4»  t 

47 

36 

37 

Diarrhoea  and  Ent- 

eritis  under  2  years 

of  age 

8-3 

5-8 

S'o 

3*7 

4' 8 

f  Per  1,000  related  births 

Notifications  * 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still). 

Puerperal  Fever 

O'OO 

7*  16 

8*99 

6*27 

I  '21 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

— 

— 

— 

6'94** 

Maternal  Mortality: — 


No.  140  Abortion' 


with  Sepsis 

O'OO 

No.  141  Abortion 

without  Sepsis  . . 

O'OO 

No.  147  Puerperal 

Infections 

O'OO 

Nos.  142  -  6 

148  -  150  Ollier 

Maternal  Causes 

O'OO 

^  **  Including  Puerperal  Fever 

o-o6 
o*  it 

0.85 


Mortality  per  million  women  aged  15-45. 
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Principal  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1947. 
Based  on  Registrar-General’s  Figures. 


Stanley 

Urban 

District 

Aggregate 
West  Riding 
Urban 
Districts 

West 

Riding 

Admin. 

County 

England  and 
Wales 
( Provisional 
figures) 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population) 

22  ’4 

21  '6 

21.5 

20-5 

Death  Rates  (All  per  1,000  estimated 

population). 

. 

All  Causes 

io’b 

127 

123 

1 2* **0 

Zymotic  Diseases  (seven  principal)*  . . 

00-19 

00*16 

00-16 

## 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

00-25 

00-38 

00-39 

00*47 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

00  -o6 

00  -09 

00-09 

00-08 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  tuber¬ 
culosis  of  respiratory  system)f 

i-88 

1  41 

i*37 

*  * 

Cancer 

1-25 

1S7 

i*8o 

185 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  f  t 

3  07 

4-23 

3-98 

*  * 

Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  under  one  year 
per  1,000  live  births) 

53 

44 

45 

41 

Diarrhoea  (Deaths  in  infants  under  2  years 
of  age  per  1,000  live  births). . 

8-38 

5'0 

531 

5-8 

Maternal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  mothers  in 
childbirth  per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

0-24 

0-21 

0*26 

Other  Causes  . . 

— 

o-88 

1-07 

0-91 

Total 

I  -12 

1  * 1 7 

*  Combined  death  rate  from  smallpox  (if  any),  scailet  fever,  enteric  fever,  diphtheria, 
measles,  whooping  cough,  also  diarrhoea  in  infants  under  two  years  of  age. 
f  Combined  death  rate  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other  Respiratory  Diseases, 
excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System. 

If  Combined  deatli  rate  from  Heart  Disease  and  other  Diseases  of  the  Ctrculatory  System. 

** Figures  not  available. 

o 
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Laboratory 

Facilities 


Ambulance 

Facilities 


SECTION  B 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

^Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time) : — Dr.  A.  L.  Taylor, 
M.D.,  D.P.H. 

*Chief  Sanitary  Inspector : — R.  Blakey.  Bachelor  of 
Laws  (2nd  class  honours),  Diploma  in  Public  Administration 
(Leeds  University),  Cert.  R.S  I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Certified  Inspector 
of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

*  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector: — D.  Walker,  Cert.  R.S. I., 
A.R.S.L,  M.S.I.A.,  Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods. 

Clerk  : — Mr.  R.  Thorp. 

*Half  the  salaries  of  these  officers  is  paid  by  the  County 
Council. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  laboratory  facilities  for  the 
district.  The  examination  of  sputum,  swabs,  and  other 
pathological  specimens  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council, 
who  also  examine  milk  for  tubercle  bacilli,  and  bacterial 
content.  Samples  of  milk  taken  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs 
Act  are  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  at  Bradford,  to 
whom  samples  of  water  and  foodstuffs  are  also  sent. 

The  Council  provide  and  maintain  a  Rolls  Royce 
Ambulance  for  the  conveyance  of  accident  and  non-infectious 
cases  to  hospital.  The  following  charges  are  made : — 

Wakefield  ...  5/-  Leeds  ...  12/6 

Others  1/6  per  mile.  Waiting  extra. 

The  West  Riding  Countv  Council  took  over  the  Ambu- 
lance  service  on  the  first  October,  1947.  From  that  date  all 
ambulance  facilities  were  free.  The  Urban  Council  agreed 
to  carry  on  as  agents  for  the  County  Council  until  the  new 
Insurance  Act  became  operative  on  the  1st  April,  1948. 

The  arrangements  for  infectious  cases  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  Joint  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  who  have  two  Ambu¬ 
lances  for  the  purpose.  During  the  year  598  journeys  were 
made  by  the  Council’s  ambulance  as  follows 


« j  * 

Clayton  Hospital,  Wakefield  ...  ...  365 

County  Hospital,  Wakefield  ...  ...  126 

Walton  Hall  Maternity  Hospital  ...  46 

Pinderfields  Hospital,  Wakefield...  ...  4 

Silverdale  Maternity  Hospital,  Wakefield  ...  5 


is 


General  Infirmary,  Leeds  ...  ...  20 

Leeds  Maternity  Hospital  ...  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  27 


598 


There  are  two  voluntary  associations  in  the  area  for 
nursing  in  the  home  : — 

(a)  Outwood  Parish  Nursing  Association. 

(b)  Stanley  District  Nursing  Association. 

A  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  provided  by 
the  County  Council  at  each  of  the  following  centres : — 

Stanley,  Outwood  and  Wrenthorpe. 

(1)  General  Infectious  Diseases: — 

(a)  Carr  Gate  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  Cardigan  Smallpox  Hospital. 

Carr  Gate  Isolation  Hospital  is  for  the  reception  and 
treatment  of  ordinary  infectious  disease.  It  is  owned  and 
maintained  jointty  by  the  Wakefield  Rural,  Morley  Borough 
and  Stanley  Urban  Councils,  and  controlled  by  a  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  foimed  by  members  of  those  Councils. 

Cardigan  Smallpox  Hospital  is  governed  by  a  body 
composed  of  representatives  from  the  City  of  Wakefield, 
Borough  of  Morley,  the  Urban  Districts  of  Horbury,  Roth  well 
and  Stanley,  and  the  Rural  District  of  Wakefield. 

During  recent  years  when  smallpox  in  the  district  has 
fortunately  not  been  prevalent,  the  Hospital  has  been  leased 
to  the  West  Riding  County  Council  for  use  as  a  sanatorium. 
Arrangements  are  such  that  the  premises  would  be  vacated 
and  made  immediately  available  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak 
of  smallpox. 

(2)  General  Hospital : — 

(a)  The  County  General  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

This  modern  general  hospital  is  canned  on  by  the  W est 
Riding  County  Council  and  is  used  extensively  by  the  residents 
of  this  area. 


Nursing  in 
the  Home 


Clinics  and 
Treatment 


Hospitals 
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Midwifery 
and  Matern 
ity  Services 


Water 


(8)  Voluntary  Hospitals  : — 

(a)  Clayton  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

(b)  General  Infirmary,  Leeds. 

(c)  Hospital  for  Women. 

These  hospitals  are  also  extensively  used  by  our  residents. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  during  the  year,  all  the  Midwives 
practising  in  the  Stanley  Urban  Area  were  trained  in  the  use 
of  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  and  were  provided  with  the  necessary 
apparatus.  Reports  so  far  received  suggest  that  mothers  are 
availing  themselves  in  increasing  numbers  of  this  new  Service 
and  that  no  mother  now  need  undergo  the  rigours  of  childbirth 
without  the  degree  of  amelioration  afforded  by  this  safe 
analgesic. 


SECTION  C. 


It  has  not  been  necessary  to  obtain  any  new  source  of 
water  supply  during  the  year.  The  Council  still  continue  to 
take  the  district’s  supply  in  bulk  from  the  Wakefield  Corpora¬ 
tion  and  redistribute  it  to  this  district. 


The  whole  of  the  houses  in  the  district  have  water  laid  on 
to  indoor  taps  from  the  Council’s  mains.  No  action  was 
necessary  during  the  year. 


4  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year.  The 
water  was  found  to  be  satisfactory  according  to  the  standard 
recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  A  specimen  anal¬ 
ysis  of  the  water  supplied  and  taken  from  the  indoor  tap  of  a 
house  in  Stanley  was  as  follows  :  — 


Total  Solids 

Chlorides 

Nitrites 

Nitrates 

Free  Ammonia 

Albuminoid 

Metals 

Total  Hardness 
Ph.  Value  ... 


14-00 

1-20 

Nil 

Trace 

002 

002 

Trace 

4-2 

6-8 


The  chemical  data  is  satisfactory. 
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As  stated  in  previous  reports  the  Sewage  Works  are  Rivers  and 
considered  inadequate  for  the  work  they  have  to  perform  and  Sewage 
the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board  are  still  complaining  of  the 
effluent  discharged  after  land  treatment  into  the  River  Calder. 

As  soon  as  circumstances  permit,  the  works  are  to  be  brought 
up  to  an  efficient  standard. 


No  complaint  has  been  received  respecting  the  sewers  of  Drains  and 
the  district  and  apart  from  extending  the  existing  sewers  for  Sewers 
Council  estates  there  has  been  no  extension  of  the  sewers 
during  the  year. 


9  privies  were  converted  into  W.C.’s  during  the  year. 


I  append  the  table  shewing  the  number  and  type  of 
closets  in  comparison  with  1926. 


Closet 

Accommo¬ 

dation 


Year 

[ 

No.  of  Privies  So.  of  W.(\’s 

No.  of  Waste  W.C.’s 

1926 

1,092  1,387 

12 

1947 

139  4,384 

12 

The  cleansing  of  the  district  is  carried  on  by  direct  Public 
labour  and  considering  the  difficulties  involved  this  work  has  Cleansing 
been  carried  out  satisfactorily.  The  collection  and  the  standard 
is  only  kept  up  by  a  largely  increased  expenditure. 

During  the  year  the  15  cesspools  in  the  district  were 
emptied  by  direct  labour  with  the  Council’s  own  750  gallon 
mechanical  gulley  cleanser.  The  cesspools  have  been  cleansed 
regularly  each  month  and  the  possession  of  our  own  vehicle 
has  already  proved  a  great  boon. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention. 

Inspections  and  Disinfections 
Further  Enquiries 
Schools  Disinfected 
Other  Disinfections 
Miscellaneous  Visits 
Scabies  Visits 


56 

16 


8 

2 


Sanitary 
Inspection 
of  Area 


82 
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Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 
Milk  Samples 
Meat  Inspections 
Bakehouses 
Food  Inspections... 
Water  Sampling... 
Ice  Cream  Sampling 


82 

40 

8 

13 

21 

4 

3 


121 


Housing. 

Houses  inspected  and  Recorded 
General  Surveys  ... 

Council  houses 

P.H.  Act  Inspections 

Re-visits 

Offensive  Trades. 

Fried  Fish  Shops 
Knackers  Yards 
Blood  Boiling 

Sanitary  Matters. 

For  Nuisances 
Verminous  Premises 
Privies 
Drains  Tested 
Piggeries 

Rat  Infestations  ... 

Inspection  of  New  Drains 
Smoke  Observations 

Scavenging. 

Inspections 
Refuse  Tips 

Supervision  of  Workmen 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

Miscellaneous 

Council  House  Complaints 

Inspection  of  repairs 

Interviews 


124 

41 

175 

172 

161 


38 

3 


41 


•  •  • 


280 

25 

18 

4 

3 

41 

8 

14 


398 


8 

102 

67 

-  177 

55 

2 

192 

660 

205 

685 


1799 


17 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  (H.A.  and  B.H.  Acts)  35 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  (Sect.  17  H.A.  1936)  1036 

Number  of  Letters  sent  ...  ...  ...  ...  2849 

Sub-committees  attended  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  on  serving:  Statutory 

Notice  (P.H.  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  35 


The  majority  of  the  shops  in  the  district  are  of  small  Shops  Act 
house  type  and  no  complaint  has  been  received  in  respect  to 
the  larger  shops  in  the  district  where  assistants  are  employed. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  district.  Camping 

Sites 


14  observations  were  taken  during  the  year.  Lt  was  only 
found  necessarv  to  complain  of  one  chimney.  Reoresentations 
were  made  to  the  National  Coal  Board  but  no  improvement 
has  been  noted  by  the  end  of  the  }Tear. 

We  have  two  spoil  heaps  on  fire  in  the  district.  Sprayers 
are  in  operation  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  Colliery 
concerned  is  taking  every  precaution  to  deal  with  this  very 
serious  nuisance. 

27  houses  were  reported  upon  as  verminous  and  were 
sprayed  with  liquid  insecticide  to  which  D.D.T.  had  been 
added  by  personnel  of  the  department.  The  results  were  quite 
satisfactory  and  only  on  few  occasions  was  it  necessary  to  give 
a  second  treatment. 

No  offensive  trade  of  anv  dimensions  is  carried  on  in  the 
district. 

While  fish  frying  is  nob  now  regarded  as  an  offensive 
trade  it  can  be  mentioned  here  that  38  visits  have  been  made 
to  the  26  fish  shops  in  the  district.  The  standard  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  and  appliances  is  generally  good  but  there  are  several 
situated  in  old  property  where  improvements  can  be  made 
when  labour  and  materials  are  available. 


Smoke 

Abatement 


Colliery 
Spoil  Heaps 


Eradication 

of 

Bed  Bugs 


Offensive 
T  rades 


i.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health, 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector) 


Premises 

No.  on' 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

i.  Factories  in  which  Sections  i.  2,  3, 

4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

I 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

42 

52 

3.  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers  premises)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

43 

55 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found.  (If  defects  are 
discovered  on  two.  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they 
should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  cases). 


No. 

>f  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 

Referred 

cases  in 
which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

j 

1 

found 

V 

V 

V 

to  11.  M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  tloois 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  :* — 

Insufficient  .. 

_ 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

--  ' 

not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Outwork. 


Section  no 

Section  1 1 1 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
out 

workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Sec. 
IIO  (1) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

Wearing  Apparel:— 
Making,  etc. 

3 

Cleaning  and  washing 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

All  other  items  as  speci¬ 
fied  on  Form  572 
(Revised) 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Total  . . 

3 

— 

- 

— 

- 
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SECTION  D. 

P 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  296 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  49<S 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1942  ...  ...  ...  124 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  165 

8.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  .124 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1986  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 


i.  Inspection 
of  Dwelling- 
Houses  dur¬ 
ing  the 
Year 


2.  Remedy 
of  Defects 
during  the 
Y  earwithout 
Service  of 
formal 
Notices 
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(2)  Number  of*  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  *  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  18  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  etc.  made  in 
respect  of  dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  &  Clearance  Orders...  — 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ..  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  180 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  515 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases ...  33 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over¬ 

crowding  conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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The  overcrowding  figures  quoted  in  the  table  are  taken 
from  Council  house  applications  received.  While  they  may 
not  be  strictly  accurate  they  give  a  good  indication  of  the 
situation  as  it  exists  at  present  and  are  obviously  more  reliable 
than  those  figures  based  on  those  obtained  pre-war. 

124  houses  were  inspected  and  recorded  with  a  view  to 
action  under  the  Housing  Act  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  re¬ 
house  the  occupants. 

All  other  defects  were  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1986  as  this  has  been  found  to  be  the  more  expedient 
method  of  procedure  particularly  in  respect  of  the  older  type 
of  property  from  which  most  complaints  emanate. 

No  houses  were  represented  to  the  Council  as  being 
entirely  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Since  commencing  housing  operations  on  a  large  scale  in 
1935,  the  following  clearance  areas  and  individual  houses  have 
been  dealt  with  : — 


Clearance  Areas : — 

Number  of  Clearance  Areas  declared 
Number  of  houses  therein  ... 

Number  of  persons  involved 
Number  of  Clearance  Orders  confirmed 
Individual  unfit  houses  : — 

Number  of  houses  represented 
Number  of  Demolition  Orders 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  ... 


48 

279 

994 

48 

106 

65 

14 


Number  cf  undertakings  to  repair  ...  ...  22 

During  1947  the  Council  completed  40  permanent  houses 
and  14  privately  built  houses  were  also  completed.  Since  the 
war  40  temporary  prefabricated  bungalows  have  built  and 
occupied.  19  houses  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise 

since  the  war. 


SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

40  official  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  the  retailers  Milk  Supply 
of  the  district  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst. 

Of  these,  31  were  genuine,  1  was  deficient  in  milk  fats,  9  were 
deficient  in  non-fatty  solids.  The  Analyst  was  of  the  opinion 
after  applying  the  freezing  test  that  the  latter  samples  were 
not  adulterated.  The  County  Council  issued  a  warning  to 
the  retailers  supplying  the  sample  deficient  in  milk  fats. 

32  visits  were  made  to  the  various  cowsheds  in  the 
district. 
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Ice  Cream 


Meat 
and  Food 
Inspection 


Shell-fish 


3  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  from  vendors  in  the 
district.  The  following  results  of  the  Analyses  were  submitted 
by  the  Public  Analyst : — 


Organisms  per  gram. 

25000 

45000 

10000 


B.Coli  present. 

1 

01  ‘ 

01 


B.Coli  present. 

01 

•001 

001 


These  samples  were  produced  in  neighbouring  districts 
and  the  producers  were  reported  upon  satisfactorily  by  the 
Local  Authorities  concerned. 


While  all  fresh  meat  is  killed  centrally  and  outside  this 
area,  a  close  watch  has  been  kept  on  all  meat  coming  into  the 
district  and  particularly  in  respect  to  its  handling.  Various 
improvements  have  been  made  at  the  meat  allocation  centre. 
A  table  showing  details  of  meet  and  food  condemned  is  given 
in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 


There  are  no  shell-fish  layings  in  this  district. 


Statement  of  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  received  during  the  Year  1947. 

Stanley  Urban  District  Council. 


SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other 

Diseases. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 
Record  of  Cases  during  1947. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

No.  of  cases  on  Register  at  beginning 

|  M 

F 

M 

F 

of  year 

No.  of  cases  notified  for  first  time 

15 

38 

14 

2 

during  year 

No.  of  cases  added  to  Register 

6 

6 

1 

1 

otherwise  than  by  notification 

2 

— 

— 

— 

No.  removed  to  other  districts 

1 

8 

— 

— 

No.  Cured 

1 

2 

3 

— 

No.  Died  from  disease 

2 

2 

— 

1 

No.  Died  from  other  causes 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total  to  end  of  1947 

18 

32 

12 

2 

Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1947. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pultnonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F  1 

M 

F 

M  !  F 

0—1 

1—5 

_ 

1 

— 

* 

1 

i 

;  J 

5—10  ...  ,  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

10—15  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

15—20  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

—  — 

20—25  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

25—35  ... 

2 

1 

,J-  '  J 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

35—45  ... 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

—  i 

45—55  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

55—65  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

—  '  — 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

6 

6 

1 

_L 

2 

2 

-  i 

Tuberculosis  (New  Cases)  for  past  17  years. 


Year 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

i  Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1931  ... 

28 

1  5 

1  16 

3 

1932  ... 

17 

14 

9 

4 

1933  ... 

17 

1 

8 

1 

1934  ... 

10 

3 

6 

— 

1935  ... 

11 

7 

8 

1 

1936  ... 

6 

6 

6 

3 

1937  ... 

13 

7 

6 

2 

1938  ... 

9 

2 

8 

— 

1939  ... 

17 

7 

2 

1940  ...  ... 

10 

6 

7 

1 

1941  ...  ... 

10 

5 

7 

2 

1942  ...  ...! 

18 

4  I 

10 

12 

1943  ...  ... 

21 

3 

9 

— 

1944  ...  ...1 

7 

8 

5 

1 

1945  ... 

10 

7 

2 

2 

1946  ... 

9 

8 

5 

1 

1947  ...  ...| 

12 

2  1 

4 

1 

Tuberculosis. 

The  notification  of  new  cases  of  both  Pulmonary  and  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  showed  little  change  from  previous 
years.  Twelve  new  cases  of  the  former  and  two  of  the  latter 
were  notified.  Four  deaths  from  Pulmonary  and  one  from 
Noil-Pulmonary  occurred.  The  remarks  I  made  in  last  year’s 
Peport  apply  equally  to  this  one.  It  is  impossible  to  expect  an 
appreciable  reduction  of  infection  until  it  can  be  ensured  that 
all  sufferers  are  suitably  housed,  clothed  and  nourished  and 
that  they  can  be  given  a  room  apart  from  other  members  of 
their  families.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  Council  are  willing 
to  assist  in  ail  possible  ways  to  ensure  this  end.  At  the  same 
time,  instances  occur  which  suggest  that  some  sufferers  from 
Tuberculosis  contract  domestic  relationships  in  the  full  know¬ 
ledge  of  their  own  state  of  health,  and  with  an  apparent 
disregard  for  the  consequences  to  their  consort  or  possible 
children.  It  is  difficult  to  see  what  can  be  done  in  cases  of  this 
sort,  but  it  does  appear  that  some  responsibility  should  rest  on 
the  patient’s  own  shoulders. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis. 

(a)  Number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  in  children 
under  15  years  notified  between  1st  Jan¬ 
uary  and  81st  December,  1947 

(b)  Number  of  cases  included  in  (a)  in  which 
the  child  is  known  to  have  completed  the 
course  of  immunisation  not  less  than  12 
weeks  before  the  onset  of  the  disease 
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The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  in  the  field  of 
epidemic  disease  was  the  unusually  high  incidence  of  Acute 
Anterior  Poliomyelitis,  more  popularly  known  as  Infantile 
Paralysis.  The  epidemic  was,  of  course,  Nation-wide  and  in 
this  area  eight  cases  occurred.  The  most  exhaustive  enquiries 
failed  to  establish  any  connection  between  any  two  cases  and 
one  is  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  during  an  epidemic  a  large 
reservoir  of  infection  exists  throughout  the  population  and 
that  very  many  people  are  unsuspecting  “  Carriers  ”  of  the 
germ,  or  suffer  from  a  mild,  unrecognised  attack  which  is  not 
sufficiently  characteristic  to  be  diagnosed.  The  incidence  was 
almost  entirely  confined  to  two  age  groups,  five  cases  occurring 
in  the  1  to’ 3.  and  three  in  the  10  -  15  groups.  All  eight  cases 
occurred  during  the  Summer  and  Autumn  months,  the  first 
being  in  July  and  the  last  in  October.  The  peak  incidence  was 
in  August,  when  three  cases  were  notified-  One  death 
occurred. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Urban  District,  no 
case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  throughout  the  year.  This  is  an 
extremely  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  and  is,  in  my  opinion, 
due  entirely  to  the  high  percentage  of  children  who  have  been 
protected  by  Immunisation.  It  is  important  to  guard  against 
carelessness  in  the  matter  and  we  must  spare  no  efforts  to 
maintain  the  immunisation  percentage  at  or  above  its  present 
level. 

Scarlet  Fever  showed  a  steady,  though  modest,  incidence 
throughout  the  year  and  there  was  a  total  of  48  cases.  The 
disease  at  present  is  extremely  mild  and  complications  are 
rare.  Thus,  many  Authorities  no  longer  insist  on  routine 
hospitalisation,  but  encourage  domiciliary  nursing  wherever 
home  conditions  make  this  practicable.  In  districts  where  this 
procedure  is  followed,  no  increased  incidence  has  been  noted 
and  no  complications  have  occurred.  I  feel  that  in  this  area 
too,  there  is  much  to  be  said  for  keeping  Scarlet  Fever  cases 
at  home  where  conditions  are  thought  by  the  family  doctor  to 
be  suitable. 

No  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  occurred  and  this  reflects 
great  credit  on  the  high  standards  of  midwifery  maintained 
by  doctors  and  midwives. 

As  expected,  there  was  a  Measles  epidemic  with  a  fairly 
high  incidence  throughout  the  year,  reaching  its  highest  total 
in  May,  in  which  month  105  notifications  were  received,  the 
total  number  for  the  year  being  362. 

Whooping  Cough  was  low  at  22  cases  and  no  death 
occurred.  We  are  still  waiting  the  result  of  the  tests  being 
carried  out  in  relation  to  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation  and 
are  hoping  that  material,  suitably  tried  and  tested,  will  be 
available  for  general  use  in  the  very  near  future. 


29 


I  feel  that  in  relation  to  Pneumonia  the  position  in  this 
area  is  unsatisfactory.  89  cases  were  notified  and  no  month 
passed  without  one  or  more  notifications.  Here  again,  one 
feels  that  the  undoubted  effect  of  unsatisfactory,  and  particu¬ 
larly  of  damp  houses  must  play  a  large  part  and  that  much 
diminuation  may  be  expected  when  old,  damp  property  is  done 
away  with. 

The  incidence  of  infestation  remains  extremely  low, 
practically  no  Scabies  occurred  during  the  year.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  Pediculosis. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
during  the  year  1947. 


Diseases 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Smallpox 

-  . 

M. 

f. 

TOTAL. 

Scarlet  Fever 

48 

40 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

89 

— 

8 

3 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8 

8 

— 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

8 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

22 

— 

— 

_ 

Measles 

882 

— 

— 

Totals 

•486 

49 

8 

4 

11 

In  conclusion,  I  should  again  like  to  sav  “Thank  You  ”  to 
Mr.  Blakey  and  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  the 
able  and  willing  way  in  which  all  investigations  and  duties 
have  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  for  the  very  willing 
co-operation  which  has  always  been  afforded. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  I  wish 
also  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  kindness  and  help  which  they 
have  uniformly  shown  me  throughout  the  year. 

I  beg  to  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  TAYLOR. 


so 


Stanley  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent 

(R.  BLAKE  Y,  LL.B.  (Hons.),  D.P.A.) 

For  the  Year  1947. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Member a  of  the  Sta)iiey  Crban  District 

Council . 

LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 


I  beg  to  submit  my  sixteenth  Annual  Report  upon  the 
work  done  by  your  Health  Department  during  the  year. 


Many  of  the  records  of  inspections  made  will  be  found  in 
the  earlier  part  of  the  report.  It  will  be  seen  that  a  good  deal 
of  repair  and  reconstruction  work  has  been  carried  out  though 
we  have  again  had  to  face  the  serious  problems  of  shortage  of 
labour  and  materials.  Greater  pressure  has  had  to  be  exerted 
on  some  owners  and  agents  of  houses  because  of  high  labour 
costs  involved  in  repair  work. 
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Do. 

W.C.’s  provided 

9 

Do. 

Choked  drains  and  W.C.’s  cleared  ... 

246 

Do. 

Sink  wastes  repaired 

15 

Do. 

Defective  drains  relaid 

14 

Do. 

New  drains  laid... 

1 

Do. 

Gully  traps  fixed 

4 

Do. 

W ater  closets  repaired 

46 

Do. 

Inspection  chambers  repaired 

— 

Do. 

Eaves  gutters/down  spouts  repaired 

107 

Do. 

House  roofs  repaired 

154 

Do. 

Flooded  cellars  ... 

— 

Do. 

Damp  houses  remedied  ... 

84 

Do. 

Damp  proof  courses  fixed 

— 

Do. 

House  floors  repaired 

11 

Do. 

Outer  walls  repaired 

■— 

Do. 

W alls  replastered 

84 

Do. 

New  sinks  fixed 

20 

Do. 

Windows  re-corded  and  repaired  ... 

53 

Do. 

Fireplaces  repaired 

— 

Do. 

Washing  coppers  repaired 

8 

Do. 

Defective  dustbins  removed 

85 

Do. 

Privy  middens  abolished... 

9 

Do. 

Ashpits  abolished 

18 

Do. 

Bins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits 

18 

Do. 

Verminous  premises 

10 

Do. 

Dirty  premises  ... 

4 

Do. 

Beetle  infested  premises  ... 

15 

Do. 

Rat  infested  premises 

41 

Do. 

Burst  services  ... 

56 

Do. 

Ashpits  repaired 

— 

Do. 

W.C.  Soil  pipes  repaired 

25 

Do. 

Ceilings  repaired 

— 

Do. 

Doors  repaired/renewed  ... 

15 

Do. 

Bath  wastes  repaired 

— 

Do. 

Miscellaneous  cleansing  ... 

■— 

Do. 

Cooki  ng  ranges  repaired  ... 

28 

Do. 

Other  dilapidations 

— 

Do. 

Insanitary  yards 

14 

Do. 

Accumulations  of  refuse 

2 

Do. 

Dangerous  buildings 

4 

Do. 

Unsatisfactory  W.C.  accommodation 

4  ) 

O 

Meat  Inspection. 

As  a  result  of  the  centralisation  of  slaughtering  no  fresh 
meat  is  killed  in  the  district.  The  allocation  centre  for  the 
district  is  visited  regularly  and  a  great  improvement  has  been 
made  in  respect  to  the  handling  of  the  meat  at  this  centre. 
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Milk  and  other  Foods. 

40  official  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  retailers  in  the 
district  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  his  analysis. 
Of  these  samples  one  only  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  and 
a  warning  was  issued  bv  the  County  Council.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  9  of  these  samples  actually  contained  less  solids  not 
fat  than  the  regulations  prescribe  but  application  of  the 
freezing  test  showed  that  water  had  not  been  added. 

3  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
analysis.  All  were  found  to  be  good  quality. 


21  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  food  and 
it  was  found  necessary  to  condemn  the  following  : — 


Semolina,  7  cwts.  66  lbs. 
Beast  Lungs,  2 
Currants,  200  lbs. 
Sultanas,  224  lbs. 

Boars  Head,  32  lbs. 
Bacon,  39|  lbs. 


Maggots 

Tuberculosis 

Sour  and  Mouldy 

Sour  and  Mouldv 
#  «/ 

Putrefaction 

Putrefaction 

and  Maggots 


Sauce,  Fantella,  58  pkts 
Dried  Egg,  61  lbs.  ... 
Corned  Beef,  12  x  12  oz.  tins 
Butter,  5  lbs.  13  ozs. 


Mites 

Putrefaction 

Blown 

Rancid 


Cowsheds. 

The  Cowsheds  of  the  district  have  again  been  regularly 
inspected  during  the  year.  No  statutory  action  was  necessary 
and  only  minor  defects  were  noted  which  were  rectified. 
Lime  washing  was  done  throughout  at  the  stated  premises. 

Bakehouses. 

13  inspections  of  the  bakehouses  of  the  district  were  carried 
out  and  nothing  to  complain  of  was  found. 

Offensive  Trades. 

No  offensive  trade  is  carried  on  in  the  district.  Blood 
boiling  in  a  very  small  way  is  carried  out  by  several  butchers 
but  not  enoug  to  class  as  a  trade. 

Fish  frying  which  used  to  be  classed  as  an  offensive  trade 
is  carried  on  at  26  premises  and  as  stated  on  previous  occasions 
this  trade  is  well  conducted  throughout,  though  there  are  a 
small  number  of  old  premises  which  do  not  come  up  to  the 
required  standard. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 

55  visits  were  made  to  factories  and  workshops  of  the 
district,  and  the  premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  No 
notice  was  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  in 
respect  to  any  defect.  A  certificate  of  adequate  means  of 
escape  in  case  of  fire  with  certain  provisos  under  Section  34  of 
the  Factories  Act,  1937,  was  issued  by  the  Council. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

14  observations  of  chimneys  in  the  district  were  taken 
during  the  year.  The  only  chimney  from  which  black  smoke 
has  consistently  issued  was  a  Colliery  chimney.  The  complaint 
has  been  taken  to  the  National  Coal  Board  but  no  amelioration 
of  the  trouble  had  been  noted  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Housing. 

Housing  inspection  has  been  more  systematically  done 
during  the  year  and  complaints  from  householders  of  prevailing 
defects  have  received  immediate  attention. 

Slum  Clearance  automatically  ceased  in  1939  so  that  at 
least  400  houses  which  would  have  been  dealt  with  have  been 
occupied  for  a  further  8  years.  Some  of  these  are  in  a  deplor¬ 
able  structural  condition.  The  Council  has  agreed  to  a  small 
number  being  dealt  with  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  but  we  are  only  touching  the  fringe  of  the  problem. 
The  only  solution  is  more  and  yet  more  houses  but  in  the 
meanwhile  there  is  considerable  discontent  amongst  the 
occupants  of  these  dilapidated  properties  who  feel  that  they 
are  being  neglected. 

Summary  of  Improvements  to  Dwelling  Houses  during 
I947- 

(a)  Improvements  for  external  dilapidations  or  to 

prevent  dampness,  such  as  repairs  or  renewing  of 
gutters,  rainwater  pipes,  walls,  provision  of  open 
areas,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  345 

(b)  Improvements  for  internal  dilapidations  or  defects, 

including  repairs  and  renewals  to  floors,  walls, 
ceilings,  windows,  and  provision  of  food  pantries  ....  193 

(e)  Improved  means  of  ventilation  to  living  rooms 
and  pantries,  such  as  the  insertion  of  air  grates  ... 

(d)  Improvements  to  closets  and  ashpits  including 
the  conversion  of  privies  into  water  closets,  sub¬ 
stitution  of  ashbins  for  ashpits,  additional  means 

of  closet  accommodation.  ...  ...  183 

(e)  Improvements  to  drainage,  including  drains  re- 

laid,  chambers  inserted,  ventilation  provided,  etc.  74 
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Overcrowding. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  previous  table  that  6  eases  of 
overcrowding  were  relieved  during  the  year  by  the  allocation 
of  council  houses. 

Privy  Conversions. 

The  Council  has  agreed  to  have  at  least  12  conversions 
converted  in  each  year  and  9  privies  were  converted  during 
1947.  It  is  not  intended  to  convert  privies  serving  houses 
which  are  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
which  cannot  be  made  fit  at  reasonable  cost. 

From  a  survey  carried  out  it  was  found  that  the  following 
numbers  and  types  of  conveniences  were  in  use  in  the  area  at 
the  end  of  1947.  In  addition  to  these  there  were  14  pail 
closets. 


No.  and  Type  of  Closet 

Privies 

to 

Water  Carriage 
System 

No.  and  Type  of  Ashpits 

Cess¬ 

pools 

emptied 

by 

Sanitary 

Staff 

convert 
in  all 
parts  of 
the 

District 

Fresh 

Water 

Waste 

Water 

or 

Hand 

Flushed 

Total 
No.  of 
Ashpits 
of  all 
kinds 

Privy 

Ashpits 

Dry 

Ashpits 

Bins 

139 

4384 

12 

4649 

86 

21 

4542 

15 

Cesspools. 

The  15  cesspools  in  the  district  are  cleansed  monthly  by 
the  Council’s  own  750  gallon  mechanical  gully  and  cesspool 
emptier.  The  work  is  now  done  satisfactorily,  hvgienically, 
and  regularly. 

Disinfection. 

The  Disinfection  of  infected  premises  is  done  by  means  of 
formalin  lamps. 

Number  of  Disinfections  ...  ...  56 

Verminous  Premises. 

25  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs  and  these 
were  sprayed  with  liquid  insecticide,  viz.,  Vermicene,  to  which 
D.D.T.  is  added.  A  very  high  standard  was  obtained  by 
using  insecticide  and  only  8  cases  had  to  be  re-treated. 
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No  request  for  sulphur  candles  was  received  during  the 
year,  a  sure  sign  that  the  Public  are  becoming  D.lJ.T, 
conscious. 

Cockroach  Infestation. 

15  persons  complained  of  cockroach  infestation.  Gamm- 
axene  powder  was  put  down  in  the  premises  affected  and  in 
the  majority  of  cases  this  proved  effective. 

Cleansing  and  Salvage. 

The  cleansing  of  the  district  is  done  by  direct  labour. 
Bins  are  emptied  at  intervals  of  7  days  except  after  holidays 
when  some  delay  occurs.  Three  lorries  are  fully  engaged  on 
scavenging  and  one  lorry  is  used  solely  for  salvage  work.  As 
mentioned  previously  salvage  collection  which  is  done  at  the 
same  time  as  the  scavenging  increases  the  cost  of  the  latter 
service  as  some  delay  is  of  necessity  caused  by  waiting  for 
householder’s  salvage. 

Refuse  collected  is  deposited  on  farmers’  tips  which  in  the 
majority  of  cases  are  a  considerable  distance  from  dwellings. 

Miscellaneous  Table. 

Letters  sent  out — General  ...  ...  2849 

Informal  notices — Housing  ...  ...  1036 

Legal  notices — Abatement  of  Nuisances  ...  35 


I  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


it.  BLAKE  Y. 


■ 


' 


. 


) 


